HIST 2291-001   FILM & HISTORY 	MRU	 	SPRING 2021   

THE DUE DATE FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT  IS WEDNESDAY 12 JUNE 2021.  NO EXTENSIONS WILL BE GRANTED. 


Your answer must be in ESSAY format, i.e. sentences and paragraphs - point form is NOT acceptable.  It must be typed and double spaced.  The margins must be at least 1 INCH on each side, 1 INCH at the top and 1.5 INCHES at the bottom of each page. The type size must be equal in size to 12 point Arial.  Failure to double space your essay or provide margins as set out above will result in a deduction of one grade level from the mark for this Assignment. Please NUMBER your pages. You must also supply a TITLE PAGE for your assignment.  The title page should include your name, your student number, my name, the course number HIST 2291-001, the date the essay is submitted AND a title for your essay.     

Your essay MUST NOT EXCEED 5 PAGES OF DOUBLE SPACED TEXT IN LENGTH. As only the first 5 pages of text will be marked per assignment, there is no advantage in exceeding the page length. The title page, endnotes & bibliography do not count as part of the page limit i.e. they are not part of your 5 pages of text.  

You must provide a BIBLIOGRAPHY in the correct form for a history essay, i.e. CHICAGO STYLE FOR THE HUMANITIES.  FAILURE TO PROVIDE A BIBILIOGRAPHY IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR THE HUMANITIES will result in the DEDUCTION of ONE GRADE LEVEL from the mark.

You must also provide ENDNOTES OR FOOTNOTES in the correct form for a history essay, i.e. CHICAGO STYLE FOR THE HUMANITIES.   FAILURE TO PROVIDE ENDNOTES OR FOOTNOTES IN CHICAGO STYLE FOR THE HUMANITES (including a specific page number for each note) will result in the DEDUCTION of ONE GRADE LEVEL from the mark for the Assignment. FAILURE TO PROVIDE ENDNOTES OR FOOTNOTES IN ANY FORM WILL RESULT IN A GRADE OF ‘F’ FOR THE Assignment
 
Answer ONE of the following questions in ESSAY format.  ONLY THE TOPICS SET OUT BELOW WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR THIS ASSIGNMENT.  ANY OTHER TOPIC WILL RECEIVE AS GRADE OF ‘F’ FOR THE Assignment.  Support your answer with SPECIFIC, RELEVANT EVIDENCE AND EXAMPLES.  You must use a MINIMUM OF 4 PUBLISHED SOURCES AND THE FILM(S) SPECIFIED IN THE ASSIGNMENT QUESTION in your essay.  This means using a minimum of 4 monographs (published books), or the equivalent in academic articles, (3 articles being equivalent to one book, so if you use only published articles you will need a minimum of 12 published articles etc.). 

Published books as well as articles which have been published in an academic journal are published source whether you access them in paper form or on-line.  DO NOT USE ANY INTERNET SITES which have not been published before they were posted to the internet. This includes sites such as Wikipedia. These are NOT published sources and WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED for this essay. Any essay that does not use a minimum of 4 published sources as defined above will receive a DEDUCTION of one grade level from the mark for this Assignment   

PLEASE NOTE: When discussing the historical accuracy of a specific film, look at the events portrayed as well as the depiction of individuals and the era as a whole. 

CHOSE ONE BELOW

1.  Evaluate the accuracy of the history portrayed in Bridge of Spies and assess what we can learn about that history from this film.  

2.  Evaluate the merits of feature films and documentaries to our understanding of history by comparing and contrasting Argo and Our Man in Tehran.  In what ways and to what degree do each of these films help or hinder our understanding of the history portrayed in these films?  

3.  Evaluate the accuracy of Fair Game with respect to the history portrayed in the film and assess what we can learn about that history from this film.  

4.  With respect to the use of intelligence in democratic countries there is often a debate between the need for security and the need to protect civil liberties and the rule of law.  How is this shown in Bridge of Spies and what can we learn about balancing security with civil liberties and the rule of law from this film?

5. After seeing Argo former U.S. President Jimmy Carter said the “operation was 90% Canadian’.  What did Carter mean by this (give examples) and how does the film’s focus on only a small part of the operation distort our understanding of what was needed to make Operation Exfiltration a success?  

6.  For intelligence to be used effectively, governments and intelligence agencies need to work as a team, respecting each other’s expertise and areas of responsibility.  Intelligence agencies should provide timely accurate analysis of the available intelligence which governments should use as the basis for their policies, rather than ‘cherry picking’ intelligence to support policies already decided on. How does Fair Game demonstrate the breakdown of that partnership and why is that breakdown significant to the US government, the CIA and to individuals such as Valerie Plame Wilson and Joe Wilson? 







RESEARCH ESSAY TIPS 

1. Every history essay needs a THESIS.  The thesis is what your essay will prove about its topic.   The more specific you can make the thesis, the stronger it will be and a strong thesis provides focus for your essay.    If, for example, your research tells you that several factors are significant with respect to your topic, which is the most significant and why? Or which of these factors leads to the other factors or brings them into play?  Remember that you cannot develop your thesis until you have finished doing your research.   

2. Your essay should be written at the level of another MRU student but one who is not taking this course.   That means you need to explain everything that student would not know about your subject.   (Things that are common knowledge don’t need to be explained.  If you mention Paris, e.g., you don’t need to add that it is the capital of France.) 

3. Be as specific as you can when discussing your evidence (what happened, date(s), link to your topic, details like numbers etc.) and briefly introduce individuals unless they are very well known.  Give their name and title  and if it’s not obvious from context, briefly state where they are from e.g. George V (Britain).  Also, don’t refer to individuals by their first name alone.  This is too casual for a history essay.  Use the full name or the surname or in the case of kings, queens etc. give their number e.g. Elizabeth II. 

4.  When you use a visual source, e.g. a painting, photograph or film, you need to provide some brief but specific description of the source to explain why it supports the point you are making.   As you are writing at the level of another MRU student in your essays (but one who has not taken the course, you cannot assume the reader is as familiar with this source as you are.  

5. Remember that the aim is to write a strong, well thought out essay with strong discussion of the evidence and strong analysis of its significance with respect to your topic and especially your thesis.  To that end, you need to use good sources, not simply enough sources.   This means using sources such as published books or articles published in academic journals written by academics or other experts in the field which  provide both citations (endnotes or footnotes) and a bibliography. Lecture notes don’t fit into this category and thus should not be used for research essays.   

6. Don’t give personal opinions in your essay.  In a history essay you draw specific conclusions supported by specific evidence.  Remember that you are like the judge in a court case, weighing all the evidence before you come down with your conclusions based on that evidence.  It is good practice in a history essay to avoid using words like I, me, my ,etc. as these can suggest a personal opinion. 

7. Remember that every piece of borrowed material in a history essay, both direct quotes and paraphrased material (material put in your own words), must be cited with a specific footnote or endnote in Chicago Style for the Humanities.   This means that you must give a specific page number from the source for each footnotes or endnote.   (The only difference between footnotes and endnotes is their placement.   Footnotes go at the bottom (foot) of the page of the material being cited.   Endnotes are listed on a separate page following the text of your essay and before the Bibliography.)  The MRU Citation Guide for Chicago Style of the Humanities, available on the MRU Library website is a very good source to consult with respect to the specific form for footnotes/endnotes.   

8. Remember that a history essay must have a Bibliography in Chicago Style for the Humanities.   The Bibliography is a list, in alphabetical order by author’s surname, of every source you have consulted for your essay.   In very rare cases you may have consulted a source by not cited from it.   That source still needs to be listed on your Bibliography.  (Don’t label your Bibliography as ‘Works Cited’ or ‘References’.) The MRU Guide for Chicago Style, listed above, is also very helpful with respect to setting up a Bibliography.   Please note that the Bibliography is separate from the footnotes/endnotes so do not try to combine the two.   A history essay needs both.  

9.  Use direct quotes sparingly, for emphasis.   You should restrict direct quotes to the most striking, brief, passages especially from primary sources e.g. actual participants in the events being discussed.)   Paraphrase the rest especially from secondary sources.

10.  When it comes to your conclusion, don’t provide a summary of the essay.   A summary is only necessary is a very long essay (e.g. a 50 page essay).  Instead bring the essay back to your thesis and its significance to give your essay a strong finish.  

11. Introductions can be the most difficult part of a research essay to write.   If you are having a problem with your introduction, try writing it last.   Instead do a rough draft/outline of the essay, write the rest of the essay and come back to the introduction.   I know it sounds counterintuitive but it can make writing an introduction much easier.  

12. Finally, while this has no bearing on your mark, please give your essay a title.   It is your original work and so deserves a better title than ‘essay’ or research essay’.   


 



MARKING KEY

The following are abbreviations I use when commenting on student essays: 

Thesis 	What specifically is your thesis? What will your essay prove about its topic?   The more specific the thesis, the stronger the thesis which is  important in giving your essay focus and direction. 

spec		Be more specific about your evidence i.e. what happened, when and why.  
		More specific evidence helps make your analysis more convincing.
 
sig	Why, specifically, is this point significant re your topic and thesis?   Explain directly, rather than suggesting significance = more convincing analysis.  

eg 		Provide a specific supporting example for this point to make it convincing.

awk 		Awkward wording and/or too many points in the same sentence which 
obscures your meaning.  Use shorter, simpler sentences & wording. 

Too gen	Too general. Provide specific supporting evidence/examples and 
specific analysis of its significance re your topic and thesis 

PP	Put this in your own words, with the proper citation for the source.  Save direct quotes for the most striking, brief passages especially from primary sources. 

PG		Paragraph. This needs to be paragraphed.  Each new topic needs a 
		separate paragraph

?		mistake of fact or confusion of fact 

Link	Provide the link between your ideas. This includes providing a transition between paragraphs in the topic sentence which comes at the beginning of the paragraph, not at the end of the previous paragraph. 

Sweep Gen	Sweeping generalisation – Avoid these. 

Relevance	What is the relevance of this material to your topic and thesis?  As written, it does not appear to be relevant 

Clarify/cl 	This point needs to be clearer. 

Op/Sp	Don’t  speculate or give (or suggest) a personal opinion in your essay. Draw specific conclusions supported by specific evidence.

FYI	For your information, for future reference.  It does not affect your mark. 
GRADING RUBRIC FOR ESSAYS 

This sets out the basic differences between the various grade levels, including some things to avoid.   In some cases there are several reasons why an essay would get a particular grade and this is indicated in the comments.   


F	FAILURE – very little understanding of subject and/or sketchy
	Hopefully a mark we won’t have to discuss in this class

D	POOR – marginal pass.   Significant mistakes of fact and/or confusion about the topic.  Some limited evidence of effort 

D+	Significant mistakes of fact but a few less than D.  Too general and/or confused about the topic but a less so than D. 

C-	Too general. Begins to suggest some potentially good points but needed more specific discussion and analysis re significance.  Significant mistakes of fact and/or confusion about the topic but less than D+.  In many cases mostly background material, mainly descriptive.  Often unclear or imprecise on the topic.    

C	ADEQUATE Too general. A few potentially good points (more than C-) but needed more specific discussion and analysis of significance to be convincing. Overall more descriptive (narrative and/or background) than analytical although the narrative can be well done.  

C+	More potentially good points than C but still too general to be convincing.  Sometimes a mix of significant mistakes of fact and a few points well done re discussion and analysis. Sometimes too much background or narrative although the background or narrative is well done.  Still more descriptive than analytical but better than C. 

B-	An uneven/inconsistent effort.  Can be good discussion and analysis of some points, but too general with respect to discussion and especially analysis of other points.  On the right track but needed to be more specific, especially re analysis in several places. 

B	GOOD. At times needed to be more specific especially re significance to be convincing. But on balance more of the assignment was good re discussion and analysis than not.  Possibly good overall but with one important aspect of the topic either missing or sketchy.   Possibly also with a weak conclusion.  Or possibly generally good, and at times even very good, but with minor mistakes of fact. On balance good work. 

B+	Good overall and at times very good but possibly needed to be more specific in a few places or missing one important aspect of the topic.  The conclusion may also be weak. Overall good work.
  
A-	Good and often very good but either a weak conclusion or with one aspect that needed more specific analysis re significance.  Good and at times very good but not consistently very good.

A	EXCELLENT. Consistently very good.  Any flaws are minor and of little consequence.  A very strong convincing analysis & a strong conclusion. 

A+	EXCELLENT.  As A and A+ have the same GPV, i.e. 4.0 the A+ is mark reserved as a final grade for students who ‘ace’ all the assignments.   This gives leeway to reward, in the final grade, students who have improved during the course.   

